
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 

Oh what a year it has been. It was almost a year ago that I was 

given the designation of “Acting Pastor” at Wilson and it has 

been quite a ride. This was not a year you could prepare for, it 

was just a year you had to stay ready for – and ready we were. 

I smiled to myself when I recalled last December and our 

“virtual” Christmas pageant and pre-recorded services. There 

is nothing like being in person, but those will always stay in 

my memory as a way that our congregation pulled together to 

create something beautiful.  

We entered the new year with a whole new slate of staff who 

had to figure out our culture without ever having spent time 

with the majority of us. I’ve been so grateful in particular 

to Timothy who was asked to do the extraordinary task of 

helping us develop worship for a growing community while 

getting to know those who have been with us for many years. 

Change never comes without some conflict, but as we were 

able to return to corporate worship, it was so wonderful to see 

how rooted in our congregation sTimothy and his family have 

become.  

Speaking of RETURNING to corporate worship, I confess that 

none of us knew what a return to worship would look like, but 

each week I see more faces returning and it thrills me. In 

addition, there are a whole bushel of new members who 

we GAINED in the midst of the challenges of the pandemic. 

They are far more than participants, they have jumped in as 

partners in the mission we have before us.  

And speaking of MISSION, I have been thrilled to watch Karen 

and the team ask questions of our congregation during our 

mission study so that as we plan forward, we do so with the 

pulse of God’s call among us. So much good has emerged from 

those questions that will guide Wilson forward for the next 

season ahead.  

And speaking of SEASONS, we obviously could not have our 

fall Enchanted Forest event last year, so we had no idea what 

we would have on October 30th when we opened our trail to the 

community. BUT THEY CAME! Over 50 kids came through 

our trail to meet our costumed congregants and get a hayride 

from Ralph! It was the biggest event yet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And speaking of EVENTS, (I could do this all day) I am 

looking forward to an event-filled Advent season. It feels like 

a long time since we could celebrate like this together, and I 

hope you enter in to some or all of the places of connection this 

month. We have our whole family advent kick-off complete 

with family crafts, snacks, music, a holiday bazaar, and the 

dedication of our memorial trees. We have ADVENT YOGA 

each Sunday evening at 7 pm, Handel’s Messiah at NOON on 

the 12th, a Blue Christmas service for those who need comfort 

on the 21st, and a Christmas Eve that will gather us in true 

celebration.   

At the end of the day, what we are together as the people of 

God is what has made this year so amazing and it will be who 

we are together as the people of God that will make our next 

year even more amazing. Truly, where we go, we go together.   

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

What an exciting time this is! As I sit down, just a few days 

before Thanksgiving, to write a brief message, I realize that 

there are so many possible things to talk about that I find it hard 

to focus.  

In our Stewardship message this year, we talk about coming 

“home”. Truly, as we emerge from the pandemic, it seems that 

each week more of us come home to the sanctuary in a literal 

sense. We keep in mind that through Stewardship we enjoy an 

“opportunity to help strengthen the foundation of Wilson 

Memorial Union Church to ensure a healthy and vibrant 

spiritual haven for years to come.” We are encouraged to 

prayerfully consider the various ways we can support that 

effort.  

With Advent right around the corner, we are ready to 

experience that spiritual haven first-hand. We plan to dedicate 

our “Trees of Light”, practice yoga with an advent theme, have 

an opportunity to hear Handel’s Messiah, find solace in a Blue 

Christmas Service, and worship together on Christmas Eve. 

What a difference a year makes!  

And now, with the Mission Study drawing to a close, we will 

have a chance to consider the results of our own expressed 

opinions, one of which is a recommendation by the Mission 

Study Team and the Executive Board to call Rev. Michael 

Droege as Pastor. We look forward to the vote to take place on 

December 5, both live and on Zoom, with ballots to be accepted 

by mail as well.  
Stepping into the Advent season, our spiritual home is alive 

with anticipation, prayerful considerations and opportunities 

which feed our hearts and souls.  

In faith,  

Angela Della Ventura 

 

 

ADVENT EVENTS 

• Advent Kickoff                      December 4th @ 4 PM  

• Advent Yoga Practice                  Sundays @ 7 PM 

• Messiah/Complex                December 12 @ 12 PM 

• Blue Christmas Service         December 21 @ 6 PM 

• Christmas  Eve Worship               @ 5PM & 10 PM  

 

DECEMBER HILLTOPICS – 2021 
WILSON MEMORIAL UNION CHURCH WATCHUNG, NJ 07069 (908) 755-5020 
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org   Email: wilsonchurch@verizon.net 

file:///C:/Users/Pam/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org
file:///C:/Users/Pam/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/wilsonchurch@verizon.net


MISSION STUDY CORNER  

For the Mission Study Team, facilitating the Mission Study has 

been a great experience so far. With the information that we 

have learned in the process, we were able to report to the 

Executive Board our findings.  

The Wilson Memorial Executive Board then moved forward 

with their recommendation for a pastoral vote.  

We are grateful for the participation from our church 

congregation and hope that it has been a positive experience 

for you, as well.  

There is still work to be done and a final report to be written. 

Our team looks forward to completing the Mission Study for 

the good of our church and our members. 

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Cito 

Executive Board Member/Liaison 

BOARD BRIEFS…  

Minister’s report:  

It's been a busy month and we have much to celebrate! Starting 

with the enchanted forest. I personally was encouraged by how 

our congregation showed up to support the event. It was a 

beautiful mix of congregants from before the pandemic and 

those we've collected along the way Without doing a 

mathematical count, I estimate that approximately 55 children 

were able to enjoy the forest. Particular thanks goes to Nancy 

who created a delightful game area, Amanda and Carly who 

provided refreshments, and Ralph who was an extraordinary 

hay rider! And of course, particular thanks goes to Carol who 

pulled it all together.  

I’m encouraged by how our advent calendar is coming along. 

We have events every week starting with our Advent kick off 

on December 4, the Messiah on the 12th, a Blue Christmas 

service on the 21st, as well as a great Christmas Eve that is 

coming together. On top of all of that, we have an advent yoga 

series happening on Sunday evenings all through the advent 

season.      

During advent we will also be experimenting with our 

“prayground”, which we are intending to be a bridge between 

the absences of children that we’ve experienced over the last 

couple of years and anything more formal that we might plan 

in 2022. Worshipful and tactile objects will be available in the 

northeast corner of the sanctuary so that families can come in 

and their children would have a place to go. We feel it is a 

worthy experiment to try to engage a new generation of 

families. 

I thank you all for the continued support through a very 

challenging year. 

 

Committee Reports  

Facilities:  

• Cupola project: Generously funded by the Watrous Family 

and completed by contractor Skip Bell. The materials used 

should last for many years to come.   

• Sinking urinal in Boy’s bathroom in Education Wing: 

Board/Finance Committee members met with contractor 

Skip Bell on September 19, 2021 to clarify options 

available for proceeding with project.  Options in written 

form were submitted to Board President Angela Della 

Ventura for discussion in the near future. Further 

investigation and other estimates needed. 

• Drain Pipes: Paul Ost and Tom Williford have installed 

new improved drain pipes around perimeter of church 

building.  It is recommended that improved drainage be 

considered as well as a sump pump in the Frippery. Paul 

Ost is investigating options. 

• Light Shields: Light shields installed on light pole are 

functioning as intended.  

• Snow Plowing: A Snow Plowing contract has been 

executed for upcoming season with Green Effects 

Landscaping. The potholes have also been repaired. Plow 

markers have been installed to mark plow areas and protect 

the Belgium block. The contractor will store a pallet of salt 

and a plow truck on our property. Neighbors who park in 

the lots will be notified to move their vehicles. 

• Ida: Wilson Memorial Church received insurance 

coverage for storm damage repairs & clean-up.  Deep 

cleaning/sanitizing was performed in the kitchen, choir 

room, and Blackburn Hall. We are still waiting on the 

reconditioning of our hand bells and cases, which were 

damaged by water. 

Memorial Endowment: The committee fulfilled a request by 

the Executive Board to send $5,000 for Haiti earthquake 

(Haiti Partners) and $10,000 to CWS for Afghan resettlement 

& Ida recovery. 

Communications: Nancy Scott continues to submit articles to 

the local papers written by various volunteers. Recent 

articles: November – Bell choir., December – Christmas Gift 

Bags/Maryann’s Mittens, January – Celebration of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Special Congregational Meeting 
 

The Executive Board of the Mary E. Wilson Memorial 

Union Church is calling a Special Congregational 

Meeting for Sunday, December 5, 2021. 
 

The Executive Board recommends calling Rev. Michael 

Droege as Pastor of Mary E. Wilson Memorial Union 

Church, effective upon completion of vote and 

announcement on December 12, 2021. 
 

In order keep everyone involved and safe, this Special 
Congregational Meeting of the Mary E. Wilson Memorial 

Union Church will be held in a hybrid manner, both in 
person and online via Zoom on December 5 at 11 AM, 

immediately following our Worship Service. 
 

At this meeting there will be an opportunity to comment 
and ask questions. Votes will be cast using provided mail-

in ballots. 



FAITH FORMATION 

Happy Advent Everyone! While we work hard on making 

sure that the whole family is included EVERYWHERE we live 

and worship at Wilson. We always plan some things 

specifically with our families as the inspiration - and Advent is 

no different! We hope you can join us at the following events: 

• Dec 4th Advent Kickoff @4PM: This is a whole 

church family event that will have music and a craft 

table for families to create some holiday gifts or home 

decorations. If you’re not feeling crafty, the Women’s 

Guild will have a Holiday Boutique set up with gifts to 

purchase. We will also be dedicating our memorial 

trees - which is always meaningful for our young.  

• Christmas Eve @5PM: Our Christmas Eve service is 

back and we need the participation of the whole family 

as we tell the Christmas story. We are looking for 

families who want to create vignettes of aspects of the 

Christmas story while a Christmas band plays music 

and the story of Christmas will be read. We want this 

IMMERSIVE event to be memorable for the whole 

family. Please reach out to Carol ASAP to let her know 

that YOUR family is willing to help tell the story of 

Christmas. Her email is veggietalelady@hotmail.com 

We are also going to be introducing a “Prayground” to our 

sanctuary in this season so that families can feel the confidence 

that their children will have a place that is created just for them, 

while being able to absorb the atmosphere of worship.  

Families are still figuring out what it means to “come back” to 

places, so we are creating this space so that, when you desire 

to come back to in-person worship with your family, you can 

do so with the knowledge that your children have been 

considered. There will be sensory (and quiet) activities as well 

as coloring pages and kid-friendly worship materials so that 

kids can participate in worship in a welcoming, and age 

appropriate way. We thank Carly and Amanda Afonso for 

graciously volunteering to spend time with children in this new 

space. 

We are praying for an amazing season and hope to see you 

soon!  

Carol Droege 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

United Family and Children's Society Gift Drive 2021 Hello 

everyone! This year’s gift drive collection will start the Sunday 

before Thanksgiving (Nov 21) and conclude 2 Sundays later 

on Dec 5th. Social workers will be picking up UNWRAPPED 

gifts Thursday Dec 9th at 1pm.  

Each year we are given 80-90 names of individuals from 

families needing our help for Christmas morning in their 
homes. Ages range from newborn thru Grandparents raising 

their Grandkids.  

I can ALWAYS use $10-$20 gift cards to finish a bag with a 

pair of gloves/mittens/ hat and a bag of chocolate. Walmart, 

Target and ShopRite seem to be the most requested. 

There are approximately 500 individuals within this system 

each year and I'm told that Wilson Memorial Church has (for 

the past 29 years I've been doing this and a few years that my 

mom, Mary Ann Ingram, before me, taken the most names 

(many other organizations take 25 names) AND we are the 

most organized with the best final results! XO  

Lets keep Santa's spirit alive :)  

Any questions? Lisa Renaud 908-625-5042  

I could also use 4-5 ELVES to help after church Dec 5th til 

about 3:00 (you will be paid in pizza for lunch) My knees just 

aren't what they used to be! Any 8th graders or High Schoolers 

looking for community service hours? 
 

MARY ANN'S Mittens  

 Dec 1- Jan 15th is our annual hat, mitten, gloves, socks, scarf 

drive in memory of Mary Ann Ingram.  

Mary Ann passed in Dec of 2015 and since then we have been 

collecting these items to distribute between United Family, 

Star Fish , the Pregnancy Aid Center, Agape House  and the 

Homeless collection in Somerville. Mary Ann was very active 

with Star Fish , United Family and The Park Hotel in Plainfield 

for years during her time at Wilson. The Ingram Family starts 

us off with 87 pair of gloves, hats and mittens (her age at 

passing) with a goal to double that number by 1/15/22.  

Look for the "Mitten Tree" outside of Fisher Hall early 

December . 

Questions? Lisa Ingram Renaud 908-625-5042  
 

The Frippery Thrift Shop  

We are proud to be celebrating the second half of our 50th year 

as Wilson Memorial's volunteer thrift shop.We are open 

Tuesdays and Thursdays and SATURDAY Dec 4th from 9:30-

12:30.  

We close for a 2 week break in mid Dec and reopen Tuesday 

Jan 4th. 

Spend a morning with us, WHY PAY RETAIL?? All the savvy 

shoppers know to check us first! We have lovely items for you, 

your family and your home. Don't forget our clothing section! 

It's been rumored that Hollywood actors and actresses frequent 

our shop for the bargains for OSCAR NIGHT!  

We are accepting donations in SMALL quantities, a box or bag 

a week works for us (that's ALOT of incoming items when 12 

customers bring things in a day!)  

*YEAR ROUND YOU CAN HELP US BY DONATING 

SHOPPING BAGS WITH HANDLES AND USED 

TISSUE PAPER from Christmas gifts, bridal and baby 

showers! 

Questions? Lisa Renaud 908-625-5042 

 

PERSONAL ITEMS…  

We continue to pray for the health of: Carol Droege, Jake 

Jacus, Arlene Seidel, Peggy Dutton, Ed Kresge, Kerri Herlich, 

Patti Lohr, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Alison Barr, Janet Meeks, 

Joy Jurgens, Keli Reagan, Al Carroll. 

 

SYMPATHY…  

Sympathy to the family of Benjamin Watkins. Ben passed 

away on October 17, 2021.  

Sympathy to the family of Luke Greco, nephew of Lisa 

Shpunder. Luke passed on November 7th, 2021. Luke is the 

brother of John Greco, who passed away in July. Our hearts go 

out to the Greco family.  



 

BAPTISM…  

We welcomed Nicholas Samuel Osuch Jr. for baptism on 

November 21, 2021. Parents Nicholas and Evan Osuch and 

family were on hand  to celebrate this blessing.  

 

FINANCIAL FACTS… 

As we enter the final stretch of 2021, we are in a positive 

position overall due to careful spending and a generous 

endowment.  

Our Congregational Giving is lagging at about 65% of the 

budgeted amount, but I'm hopeful that we will catch up as we 

head into the season of giving and gratitude.  

We have much to be thankful for with a renewed sense of hope 

and optimism for our Wilson church family and the outreach 

efforts we continue to support.  

Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas and Happy New 

Year!  

With gratitude, 

Pam Davis 

 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 

Juan Izquierdo, Yamila Izquierdo, Nicholas 

Perkins, Yarlane Perkins, Hannah Perkins, Nina Nesky, 

Thomas Henry, Bridget Granholm, Michelle Mariglano, 

Lorenzo DiAndrea, Timothy Walton 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT UPDATE… 

Since 1983 our Church has commissioned a Memorial 

Endowment Committee to oversee the preservation and growth 

of financial gifts by Church members and make 

recommendations to the Board on the disbursement of earnings 

to outreach and special needs of the Church. 
 

Examples of recent support funded by the Memorial 

Endowment Fund include: 

● Haiti Earthquake relief 

● Afghan Resettlement & Hurricane Ida relief 

● Houston Food Bank support in the wake of winter 

storms 

● Special Church repairs & Video Equipment 

● Eagle Scout projects 

This is a calling to help us, help you with your favorite charities 

or special needs, particularly those in need locally.  Whether it 

be a fundraiser through our Church or an effort outside our 

Church, we want to help.  Our preferred method of support is 

through matching gifts that instill ownership and effort through 

volunteers and magnify their results. 

So if you or someone you know have a cause that you would 

like considered for financial support, please keep the Memorial 

Endowment Fund in mind.  

A brief form answering some basic questions is all that is 

needed for us to review your request and present the Board with 

our recommendation. 

For a copy of the form or any questions, please reach out to any 

of our Committee members: 

Dave Nunn 

Judy Wall 

Deidre Seidel 

Angela Della Ventura, Ex-officio, Board President 

 
MUSIC CORNER… 

Christmas time is here, and it’s my favorite… 

My childhood was filled with elaborate decorating and 

caroling. 

Fondest memories.  Performing the solo for ‘O Holy Night’ in 

front of the elevators at the World Trade Center, singing at the 

White House and the PINK Tree.  These memories are my 

stars.   As we wander together in worship,  I pray you hear 

God’s love and feel Jesus’ light.   

A few highlights of the season; Christmastide Hats & Hymns, 

special guest; The Pettet Family, The Madrigal Singers of 

Franklin High, Lessons & Carols, Blue Christmas and A 

Christmas Eve celebration. 

Here’s what’s on My Wilson Playlist this month, what’s on 

yours? 

Emmanuel. Norm Hutchins 

Christmas Time Is Here. Tori Kelly 

Tidings. Israel and New Breed 

Joy to the World. The Broadway Cast of Hamilton 

O Come All Ye Faithful. Luther Vandross 

This Christmas Day (The Entire Album). Jessie J 

 

 

WOMEN’S GUILD 

"The circle of women around us wear invisible nets of love 
that carry us when we are weak and sing with us when we 

are strong."  

-SARK- 

 

Wilson Memorial Women's Guild is rebuilding! Come and 

join us on Thursday, December 2nd at 11:30 a.m. in Fisher 

Hall.  

Bring a sandwich, beverage and dessert is provided. Bring 

your ideas, comments and wisdom!   

We will be assisting at the Advent Workshop on Saturday, 

December 4th.  

RSVP to Cota Possien Kania at: cotapkania@gmail.com 

 

If you are interested in an evening or weekend meeting 

please RSVP to Carol Droege at: 

cdroege@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

 

All are welcome! 

 Trees of Light 
We had record response again this year and will be 

dedicating 51 Trees of Light, adding beauty and hope to our 

little corner of the world!  

Each tree will have a placard with a personal dedication.  

Come participate in the dedication ceremony at our Advent 

Kickoff Saturday, Dec 4 at 4 pm. 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Rev. J. Ron Miller  

Pastor Emeritus  

Saturday, December 18th 

11:00 a.m.  

At Wilson Memorial Church  

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 am  

In-person Worship 

On-line Worship 

• Live stream also available on YouTube. 

• Link available at: 

www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/videos 

• Services will be recorded and available for 

viewing at your convenience. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS… 

December 4: Advent Kickoff!                              4:00 pm 

December 5: Special Congregational Meeting 11:00 am 

December 5, 12, 19: Advent Yoga Series           6:30 pm 

December 12: Messiah Complex                10:00 noon 

December 18: Miller Memorial Service        11:00 am 

December 21: Blue Christmas                        6:00 pm 

December 24: Christmas Eve Worship:         5:00 pm 

                                                                          10:00 pm 

WAYS TO GIVE 

Give Online: www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give 

Mail to: Wilson Memorial Church 

7 Valley Rd., Watchung, NJ 07069 

Text To Give:  

Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 

For More Information: 

wilsonmemorialchurch.org/texttogive 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 
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